ON ENGLISH HISTORY                  253

where he had spent a few years of his youth, and for the gay
life of the Paris salons, that he cherished a certain predilec-
tion. He judged the Germans as Canning's envenomed and
insulting poem in the Anti-Jacobin Review had taught all
the Tories to judge them ; he saw in them a servile nation,
composed of infantile politicians, of undisciplined free-
thinkers, and of learned fools. So, in his parliamentary
speeches, he had no hesitation in striking the seductive note
of national self-glorification; and he soon learnt that this
sort of demagogic flattery can hardly be made too gross for
a British audience. In the summer of 1813, when the people
of Prussia were in arms, Palmerston extolled the incom-
parable advantages of the English mercenary army, and
declared to delighted crowds that the Commander-in-chief
can rely more confidently on such an army of paid volunteers
than on a * band of slaves ' who are dragged from their houses
by force. Subsequently, he even glorified the cat-o'-nine-
tails as a jewel of British freedom ; as a matter of fact the
whole difference between the English and the continental
armies consisted in the fact that, in the case of the latter,
floggings were administered without examination, while in
old England they were administered after a sentence under
martial law.

" The reactionary doctrines of the Austrian court could
not appeal to this realist, though he took care that this fact
should not occasion a breach with Lord Castlereagh. He
attached himself to Canning with sincere delight, because
the latter brought back into honour the old English policy
of self-interest. He soon retired from the Wellington
ministry1 with the other Canningites. He felt that this
Cabinet must be ' wrecked on the rocks of public opinion/
and he was not mistaken with regard to the approaching
collapse of the Bourbon dynasty.2 For two years he con-
tinued in the ranks of the opposition, and by enlightened
commonplaces prepared the way for the bold change of

i In May 1828.
a By the July Revolution of 1830.